13 May 2004

Prison Statistics. 

175. Mr. R. Bruton asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the average number of prisoners held in State prisons in the years 1998 to 2003, inclusive; and his estimate of recidivism in the total prison population in each of those years. [14075/04]
	

	Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Mr. McDowell):  The average number of prisoners in custody for the years referred to are as follows:

Year 
Average number of prisoners in custody 
1998 

2,610 

1999 

2,763 

2000 

2,919 

2001 

3,112 

2002 

3,165 

2003 

Being finalised 

Official statistics for 2003 are being finalised and will be contained in the Prison Service annual report for 2003 that will be released in the coming months. It is expected that the figure will indicate a marginal increase on the average number of prisoners in custody for 2002.

While accurate figures on rates of recidivism in the prisoner population are not yet available, the computerisation of prisoner records from 2001 will in future provide a more detailed view of a prisoner’s past committal history. Recently the director general of the Prison Service commissioned a major three year research project on the topic. He hopes to present an accurate picture of recidivism. It will assist and shape the way we manage prison sentences in the future. The findings of the research are expected in early 2007.


