552. Mr. Ring asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform the difference between the average cost of keeping a prisoner in prison here per annum and that of the average cost per annum internationally. [7905/03]
Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Mr. McDowell): The following table outlines the latest figures available in relation to the average cost of keeping an offender in prison in Ireland and in three adjoining jurisdictions. All costs are shown in euro.
	Year
	Country
	Cost

	2001
	Ireland
	€ 79,000

	2001
	England and Wales
	€ 34,000

	2001
	Scotland*
	€ 45,000

	2001
	Northern Ireland
	€129,000


* Refers to cost per prison place.
I would caution that there is currently no information readily available to me on the precise methodology and procedures used by our UK counterparts in the preparation of their figures, and this should be borne in mind in any comparison of these figures to the current Irish figures.
