855. Mr. C. Lenihan asked the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform if he can give a breakdown of the overtime payments to prison officers in the different prison facilities; and his views on the level of overtime payments made to staff at Shelton Abbey in comparison with the rest of the Prison Service. [1260/04]

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform (Mr. McDowell):  The following table shows a breakdown of overtime payments made to prison officers in each prison for the year 2002, the latest full year for which figures are available.

	Institution 
	Number of staff 
	Average number in custody 
	Overtime costs ( € ) 
	Average overtime payment per officer ( € ) 

	Arbour Hill Prison 
	123 
	137 
	1,582,671 
	12,867 

	Castlerea Prison 
	160 
	191 
	2,925,500 
	18,284 

	Cork Prison 
	233 
	267 
	3,540,768 
	15,196 

	Cloverhill Prison 
	388 
	388 
	6,321,002 
	16,291 

	Curragh Place of Detention 
	74 
	92 
	1,386,868 
	18,741 

	Fort Mitchel Place of Detention 
	97 
	85 
	1,098,212 
	11,321 

	Limerick Prison 
	204 
	187 
	3,201,404 
	15,693 

	Loughan House Place of Detention 
	50 
	71 
	598,060 
	11,961 

	Midlands Prison 
	337 
	375 
	5,210,358 
	15,461 

	Mountjoy Prison 
	603 
	530 
	12,702,676 
	21,065 

	Portlaoise Prison 
	334 
	137 
	8,461,632 
	25,334 

	Shanganagh Castle Place of Detention 
	45 
	23 
	646,397 
	14,364 

	Shelton Abbey Place of Detention 
	44 
	46 
	607,423 
	13,805 

	St. Patrick's Institution 
	190 
	180 
	4,096,140 
	21,558 

	Training Unit Place of Detention 
	78 
	91 
	880,744 
	11,291 

	Wheatfield Prison 
	320 
	367 
	5,736,808 
	17,927 

	TOTAL 
	3,269 
	3,167 
	58,996,663 
	18,047 


Shelton Abbey place of detention incurred overtime costs of €607,423 in 2002. Based on an average of 44 staff, that equates to average overtime earnings of €13,805 per staff member. Shelton Abbey is an open centre and as such has a negligible security requirement when compared with the larger medium-security prisons such as Mountjoy and Wheatfield and the high-security prison at Portlaoise. However, it still generated more average overtime expenditure per staff member than that of the closed institutions of Fort Mitchel and Arbour Hill as well as the training unit, which is a semi-open place of detention.

