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The Irish Penal Reform Trust (IPRT) is Ireland’s 
leading non-governmental organisation campaigning 
for the rights of everyone in the penal system, with 
prison as a last resort. IPRT is committed to reducing 
imprisonment and the progressive reform of the 
penal system based on evidence-led policies. IPRT 
works to achieve its goals through research, raising 
awareness, and building alliances.

This report was commissioned by IPRT from the 
Centre for Disability Law and Policy at the University 
of Galway, and was generously supported by the 
Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission.

A note on language
IPRT is cognisant of the language and terminology we 
use in our publications. IPRT is committed to using 
‘person first’ language as much as possible. However, 
for purposes of clarity, the term ‘prisoner’ is used 
often throughout this report; this is to distinguish 
between staff and people detained.
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