
 
An Taoiseach,  
Micheál Martin TD 
Government Buildings  
Merrion St Upper  
Dublin 2  

6 May 2026 
 

Re: Death Penalty Law in Israel 

 
Taoiseach, 

As an organisation founded on human rights principles and guided by the rule of law which 
advocates for the rights of people in detention, the Irish Penal Reform Trust (IPRT) wholly opposes 
the use of the death penalty in any and all circumstances around the globe. The death penalty is an 
affront to the right to life and constitutes the most grievous form of inhuman and degrading 
punishment no matter which country imposes this.  

IPRT wishes to express our grave concern and opposition to the recent adoption of a new law by the 
Israeli Knesset that provides for the death penalty, subject only to limited exceptions, for individuals 
convicted of certain killings of Israeli citizens. Under this law, Military Courts could try civilians in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories and impose the death penalty with only narrowly framed judicial 
discretion. The procedural rights of the sentenced person would be severely curtailed including their 
access to legal representation. Execution by hanging could take place within 90 days of a final ruling, 
without necessary safeguards in place including external oversight, and with the possibility of 
commutation significantly curtailed.  

IPRT welcomes the recent statement of the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Defence, Helen McEntee 
TD condemning this law and urging Israel to not implement this law. 

With Ireland due to take on the European Presidency in July 2026, IPRT urges the Irish Government 
to insist the European Union abide by its stated commitments to the rule of law, fundamental rights, 
including the prohibition of the death penalty as clearly articulated in its own Guidelines which 
reaffirm that the EU “will raise the issue of the death penalty in its dialogues and consultations with 
third countries”. Such actions at a minimum must entail: 

• Ireland continuing its leading role during the EU Presidency to ensure the law is abolished. 

• Continue to communicate Ireland’s and other EU member states principled stance  on the 
EU-Israel Association-Agreement, and that this additional attack on fundamental rights 
requires “bold and immediate action” by the EU. 

• Where the EU continues to refuse to act as a collective, for Ireland to take all necessary steps 
individually, or in partnership with other European countries, to end the persecution, 

https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-foreign-affairs/press-releases/statement-by-minister-mcentee-on-israeli-parliaments-death-penalty-bill/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/mhvcugoi/eu-guidelines-human-rights-death-penalty.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-foreign-affairs/press-releases/letter-to-he-ms-kaja-kallas-on-the-situation-in-the-middle-east/
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violence and discrimination against the Palestinian people that will occur once this law is 
implemented. 

Background 

Notably, this new law has been condemned by the Palestinian human rights organisation, Al-Haq and 
the Israeli human rights organisation, B’Tselem. IPRT echoes the calls of Palestinian and Israeli human 
rights organisations for Israel to repeal this law as a matter of the utmost urgency before any 
executions are carried out. 

The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, has publicly stated that the law 

… is patently inconsistent with Israel’s international law obligations, including in relation to 
the right to life. It raises serious concerns about due process violations, is deeply 
discriminatory, and must be promptly repealed. 

IPRT agrees with the assessment of the UN Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment or punishment, Alice Jill Edwards that the law “risks serious violations of 
international law, including the absolute prohibition of torture” and that “[a]ny system that permits 
differential treatment in their justice system or by the imposition of the death penalty undermines 
the most basic guarantees of equality before the law”. 

Several other UN Special Rapporteurs have warned that “[a] death penalty regime applied to 
Palestinians cannot satisfy the requirements of non-discrimination, strict legality and fair trial under 
international law”.   

At the end of 2025, more than 9000 Palestinians were in custody on “security grounds” including 351 
children although this does not include people held by the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF). Some have 
been sentenced but others are being held in administrative detention without being officially 
charged or tried before a court of law. There are real concerns that the death penalty law could be 
applied to individuals including children and young people convicted under the new law or that it 
could potentially be applied retrospectively to people already sentenced for a similar criminal 
offence. 

While IPRT does not often comment on international affairs, given the concerning lack of adherence 
to the rule of law including the principle of equality before the law, and the clear contravention of 
international human rights law that could significantly impact on Palestinian individuals in prison 
including hundreds of children, we feel compelled to lend our voice and support to the wider call by 
the international human rights community to act immediately to prevent the loss of life on a 
significant scale.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have questions. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Saoirse Brady 
Executive Director 

https://www.btselem.org/press_releases/20260330_israel_turning_execution_of_palestinians_into_official_state_policy
https://www.btselem.org/press_releases/20260330_israel_turning_execution_of_palestinians_into_official_state_policy
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2026/04/new-israeli-death-penalty-law-risks-violating-absolute-prohibition-torture
https://www.btselem.org/statistics/detainees_and_prisoners
https://www.alhaq.org/cached_uploads/download/2026/03/06/ah-death-penalty-sg-cfi-1772759040.pdf
https://www.alhaq.org/cached_uploads/download/2026/03/06/ah-death-penalty-sg-cfi-1772759040.pdf
https://www.alhaq.org/cached_uploads/download/2026/03/06/ah-death-penalty-sg-cfi-1772759040.pdf

